	NOTICE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS SENSITIVE DATA

	CAUSE NO.

	IN THE MATTER OF
	IN THE ________ COURT

	
	OF ________ COUNTY, TEXAS

	__________________
	SITTING AS A JUVENILE COURT



ORDER OF COMMITMENT


On this day a disposition hearing was held in this cause pursuant to Section 54.04, Texas Family Code. The Juvenile-Respondent, _____, was found to have engaged in delinquent conduct by this Court on the _____ day of ______________, ________ after an adjudication hearing was held in this cause pursuant to Section 54.03, Texas Family Code. In that hearing, this Court found the Juvenile‑Respondent engaged in delinquent conduct by violating Section(s): _____ of the Texas _____ Code, which is a felony.
The Court finds that notice of this disposition hearing was served on all parties as required by law.
	The Assistant [County/District] Attorney appeared in person representing the State of Texas.
	The Juvenile-Respondent appeared in person and with the attorney of the Juvenile-Respondent, _________________.
	_____, the parent of the Juvenile-Respondent, appeared in person to represent the best interest of the Juvenile-Respondent.  [NOTE – FOR MULTIPLE PARENTS/GUARDIANS/CUSTODIANS/AND FOR GUARDIAN AD LITEM CAN INCLUDE IN ONE SENTENCE, BUT FOR COMPUTER FILLED FORMS SUCH AS ODYSSEY, MULTIPLE ITERATIONS OF SENTENCE FOR EACH IS EASIER.]
	The Court finds that the Juvenile-Respondent was _____ years of age at the time of the disposition hearing, having been born on ___ [birth date].
	The Court finds that all parties announced ready and proceeded to hear evidence and argument of counsel as to the issue of disposition.
	The Court finds that the Juvenile-Respondent is in need of rehabilitation and the protection of the public and the protection of the Juvenile-Respondent requires that disposition be made.
	The Court finds that the best interest of the Juvenile-Respondent and the best interest of the community requires removal of the Juvenile-Respondent from home and commitment of the Juvenile-Respondent to the Texas Juvenile Justice Department.

[INSERT AFFIRMATIVE FINDINGS, IF ANY. DELETE IF DO NOT APPLY:
The Court makes the following affirmative findings:
Juvenile-Respondent used or exhibited a deadly weapon, namely a ____, during the commission of the conduct or during immediate flight from commission of the conduct.     [See 54.04(g)]
A victim or intended victim was younger than 17 years of age at the time of the conduct.     [See 54.04(r)]
A victim in the trial, namely _________, □ (1) is or has been a victim of a severe form of trafficking in persons, as defined by 22 U.S.C. Section 7102(8); □ (2) has suffered substantial physical or mental abuse as a result of having been a victim of criminal activity described by 8 U.S.C. Section 1101(a)(15)(U)(iii)    [See 54.04(v)-(w) for affirmative finding regarding victim and U visa info. Note motion by State required and confidentiality provision in 54.04(v).]]

The Court further finds:
1. That it is in the best interest of the Juvenile-Respondent to be placed outside the Juvenile-Respondent’s home;
2. That reasonable efforts were made to prevent or eliminate the need for the Juvenile-Respondent’s removal from the home and to make it possible for the Juvenile-Respondent to return to the home:  [INSERT FINDINGS OR ATTACH SEPARATELY AND ENTER “See attached Exhibit __ which is incorporated herein by reference.” ]
3. That the Juvenile-Respondent in the Juvenile-Respondent’s home cannot be provided the quality of care and the level of support and supervision that the Juvenile-Respondent needs to meet the conditions of probation. 
4. That the Juvenile-Respondent has behavioral, health, or other special needs that cannot be met with the resources available in the community. The Court has considered the findings of a validated risk and needs assessment and the findings of any other appropriate professional assessment available to the Court.
5. That the Juvenile-Respondent has, in fact, been removed from their home, and the Court approves of the removal;  [THIS MAY BE USED IF CHILD IN DETENTION OR A DIFFERENT PLACEMENT AT TIME OF DISPOSITION, OTHERWISE, MAY BE DELETED]
6. That the Texas Juvenile Justice Department is responsible for the Juvenile-Respondent’s placement, care, custody, and control;


[*NOTE: From this point in the order, the numbered findings continue and chronologically list each offense adjudicated or probation violation found true by the court in not only this cause number, but prior causes as well. The list can become quite lengthy. The numbered findings below are examples of language used for the three types – adjudication, probation violation – new offense, probation violation – technical violation.*]

7. [adjudication] The Court finds that on ___[offense date], this Juvenile committed the offense of ___. This Juvenile was adjudicated on [adjudication hearing date]__ for said offense which was a ____ [felony / misdemeanor].
8. [probation violation – new offense] The Court finds that on ___ [offense date], this Juvenile committed a violation of their court ordered probation signed on ____ by committing the offense of ___. A motion to modify disposition was heard on said violation on ___ [hearing date on modification/revocation].
9. [probation violation – technical violation] The Court finds that on ____ [violation date(s)], this Juvenile committed a violation of their court ordered probation signed on ___ by violating condition (__) of the probation. A motion to modify disposition was heard on said violation on [hearing date on modification/revocation].

The Court finds the Juvenile‑Respondent has the following educational needs: Complete their education and obtain a high school diploma or GED/HSE.
The disposition ordered herein addresses the Juvenile-Respondent's educational needs in the following manner: They will be able to complete their education and obtain a high school diploma or GED/HSE through the facilities of the Texas Juvenile Justice Department.

IT IS THEREFORE CONSIDERED AND ADJUDGED BY THE COURT that _____ be and is hereby committed to the care, custody, and control of the Texas Juvenile Justice Department in accordance with the Texas Human Resources Code and the Texas Family Code for an indeterminate period of time not to exceed their nineteenth birthday until duly discharged in compliance with provisions of the Human Resources Code.  The Juvenile‑Respondent is ordered placed in custody of the ________ Juvenile Probation Office pending transportation to the Texas Juvenile Justice Department.
The Court finds that ________ [parent/guardian/custodian], [IS / IS NOT] able to make payments for restitution as ordered herein. [*Note – only parent, not guardian/custodian, can be ordered to pay restitution unless offense is Sec. 28.08 Graffiti. See Sec. 54.041, 54.048, 54.0481.]
IT IS ORDERED that __________, the [parent/guardian/custodian] of the Juvenile‑Respondent, pay restitution to the ________ County Juvenile Probation Department, [address], in the amount of $________ for the benefit of _____ to be paid in monthly payments of $ ______ per month, beginning on the __ day of ___, ___ , and continuing on the same day of each month thereafter until paid in full.
[bookmark: _Hlk177648788][*NOTE – PROVISIONS FOR PARENT/GUARDIAN/CUSTODIAN PAYMENTS OF RESTITUTION MAY BE INCLUDED IN A SEPARATE ORDER AFFECTING PARENT/GUARDIAN/CUSTODIAN INSTEAD OF THE COMMITMENT ORDER]

Signed this the ___ day of _____, _____.


__________________________
JUDGE PRESIDING

The presiding judge read the foregoing order in open court, and I fully understand it.


___________________________		_________________________
Juvenile-Respondent				Parent of Juvenile-Respondent


___________________________		__________________________
Attorney for Juvenile-Respondent		Parent of Juvenile-Respondent
[bookmark: QuickMark]


On entry of the above and foregoing order, the Court informed the Juvenile‑Respondent and the Juvenile‑Respondent's parent, guardian, or guardian ad litem of the Juvenile‑Respondent's right to appeal, right to representation by counsel on appeal, and the Juvenile-Respondent's right to appointment of an attorney for appeal if an attorney cannot be obtained because of indigency.  The child's attorney was instructed that if the Juvenile‑Respondent and the Juvenile-Respondent’s parent, guardian, or guardian ad litem express a desire for appeal, the attorney shall file a Notice of Appeal with the Court and inform this Court whether or not the attorney will handle the appeal.
On entry of the above and foregoing order, the Court informed the child of the procedures to have their juvenile records sealed under Subchapter C-1, Ch. 58 of the Family Code.  Further, the child was advised that under certain circumstances for misdemeanor adjudications of delinquent conduct, sealing may happen automatically after the child attains 19 years of age, or for conduct indicating a need for supervision (CINS), 18 years of age, but for felony adjudications of delinquent conduct, or to seek sealing prior to age 19 for a misdemeanor delinquency adjudication, or 18 for CINS adjudication, the child must file an application with the Court to have the records sealed.
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