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SEALING JUVENILE RECORDS

What Will Be Covered

 When Can/Can’t A Record Be Sealed

 How To Seal A Record

 Everything Else

WHEN CAN YOU SEAL A RECORD

 Two Years

 One Year

 Not Guilty
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TWO YEARS

 The Court Shall Order the Sealing Of  The Records If  The  
Court Finds That:
 Two years have passed since final discharge; and
 There is no adjudication; or
 The juvenile was ajudicated for a non-felony (Misdy or CINS)
 Felony offenses until 19 yo.

ONE YEAR OR LESS
 Sealing Is Permitted (the court may) Anytime After The Last 

Official Contact With The Juvenile Department When:
 The juvenile Court waives the two year waiting period; and
 The person has a non-adjudicated disposition; or
 The person was adjudicated for a non-felony offense.

 (DISCRETIONARY) 

NOT GUILTY

 Sec. 58.003(d)

 If The Child Is Found Not Guilty Of Each Offense Alledged 
At Adjudication Hearing (Trial), The Court Shall 
IMMEDIATELY And WITHOUT Any Additional Hearing 
Order The Sealing Of All Files Relating To The Case. 
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FELONY

 Sealing Is Permitted For Felony Adjudications When;

 The person has turned 19 years of age (use to be 21)

WHAT CANNOT BE SEALED
 Sealing Is NEVER Permitted In Cases Where:
 Determinate Sentence (Sec. 53.045) Or Habitual Felony 

Conduct (Sec. 51.031)
 Certified As Adult
 Record Used As Evidence In The Sentence Phase of Adult Court
 Convicted Of A Felony After 17 yo.
 Sex Offender Registration While Under Duty To Register

HOW TO SEAL A RECORD
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WHAT WILL BE COVERED
 Getting Started

 File A Motion

 The Order

 The Hearing

 FOLLOW UP

GETTING STARTED

 Qualify

 Letter Of Representation

 Checklist

 File Petition

 Order

 FOLLOW UP

QUALIFY

 Felony – 19 yo

 Convicted Of Felony After 17

 Used As Punishment

 Is It A Determinate Sentence

 Habitual
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LETTER OF REPRESENTATION

CHECKLIST
This image cannot currently be displayed.This image cannot currently be displayed.

FILE PETITION

 Without School

 With School

 Identifying Data

 Set Court Date

 Certified Letter For Court Date

This image cannot currently be displayed.
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WITHOUT SCHOOL

 Don’t Notify The School District

WITH SCHOOL

 Notify The School District

 For Purposes Of School Records The Sealing Of Records 
Goes Only To The Offense Listed Above.

IDENTIFYING DATA

 Name and AKA

 D.O.B.

 M/F

 SS#

 ID#
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SET COURT DATE

 Month to Month And A Half

 School Year/ TASP/TASK/Finals

CERTIFIED LETTER FOR COURT DATE

THE ORDER

 Mirrors The Petition

 School Notification

 School Paragraph
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HEARING

 Copies Of Notice And Certified Returns

 Prove Up

 Mail Out Orders

FOLLOW UP

 61 Days

EVERYTHING ELSE

 DWI

 CPS ?

 INS

 Military Service






























