
   

 
 

Frequently Asked /uestions about  
Adolescent Sex Offenders (ASOs) 

 
 
1. What ( of sex offenses are committed by adolescents7 

  
!doles'ents 'ommit a s.bstantial n.mber o1 se2 o11enses, in'l.din4 567 o1 all arrests 1or se2 
o11enses and appro2imately ::7 o1 all se2 o11enses a4ainst ';ildren< 
 

2. Do adolescent females commit sex offenses7 
  
=emales .nder t;e a4e o1 5> a''o.nt 1or 57 o1 1or'ible rapes 'ommitted by ?.@eniles and 67 
o1 all ?.@enile arrests 1or se2 o11enses, e2'l.din4 t;e 'ate4ory o1 prostit.tion< 
 

3. What types of sex offenses do adolescents commit7  
 
A;ile some ille4al se2.al be;a@ior by !BCs is limited, s.'; as to.';in4 a ';ild o@er t;e 
'lot;es, ot;er !BCs ;a@e e2tensi@e, a44ressi@e se2.al be;a@ior in'l.din4 1or'ed anal or 
@a4inal inter'o.rse< 
 

4. Are families of adolescent sex offenders highly dysfunctional7  
 
D;ere is no spe'i1i' pro1ile or .niE.e 1amily pattern 1or t;e 1amily o1 an !BC<  D;e 
';ara'teristi's o1 !BC 1amilies are di@erse and may or may not be 'onsidered dys1.n'tional< 
 

5. Were ASOs sexually abused as children7 
 
Fany !BCs Gere not se2.ally @i'timiHed as ';ildren<  D;e sel1Ireported rates o1 se2.al 
@i'timiHation o1 !BCs ran4e 1rom JK7 to LL7<  Be@eral st.dies ;a@e s;oGn ;i4;er rates o1 
sel1Ireported p;ysi'al ab.se t;an se2.al ab.se< 
 

6. Will ASOs become adult sex offenders7 
 
M.rrent resear'; s;oGs t;at t;e se2.al reIo11ense rate 1or !BCs G;o re'ei@e treatment is loG 
in most NB settin4s<  Bt.dies s.44est t;at t;e rates o1 se2.al reIo11ense OLI5P7Q are 
s.bstantially loGer t;an t;e rates 1or ot;er delinE.ent be;a@ior O>IL>7Q<  D;e ass.mption 
t;at t;e ma?ority o1 !BCs Gill be'ome ad.lt se2 o11enders is not s.pported by t;e '.rrent 
literat.re< 
 
 
 
 

   



   
7. Do ASOs need long-term, intensive therapy7 

 
Fany !BCs are s.''ess1.lly treated in s;orter, less intensi@e, o.tpatient 4ro.p treatment 
pro4rams t;at meet on'e a GeeR 1or > to J> mont;s< 
 

8. Should ASOs be placed in secure, residential treatment facilities7 
 
Fost !BCs 'an sa1ely remain in t;e 'omm.nity d.rin4 treatment<  Bome !BCs need 
residential pla'ementS ;oGe@er, t;ere is some pro1essional 'onsens.s t;at most !BCs 'an be 
treated on an o.tpatient basis<  Te'isions abo.t pla'ement in residential or in'ar'erated 
settin4s s;o.ld depend on 'omm.nity sa1ety and treatment iss.es<  D;e possible ne4ati@e 
e11e'ts o1 o.tIo1I;ome pla'emen s;o.ld be 'onsidered, s.'; as in'reased risR o1 de@elopin4 a 
delinE.ent li1estyle, ne4ati@e peer in1l.en'es, GeaRenin4 o1 1amily ties, absen'e o1 parental 
in@ol@ement in treatment, and disr.ption o1 normal adoles'ent so'ial de@elopment< 
 

9. Do ASOs have serious psychological disorders7 
 
Fany !BCs do not ;a@e ot;er ma?or psy';olo4i'al problems<  Bome !BCs ;a@e serio.s 
psy';olo4i'al problems, in'l.din4 'ond.'t disorders, UDBT, depression, and learnin4 
disabilities, t;at need to be addressed d.rin4 treatment< 
 

10. Can ASOs attend public schools7 
 
Fany !BCs 'an sa1ely attend p.bli' s';ools and parti'ipate in s';ool a'ti@ities s.'; as 
sports pro4rams, t;e band, or t;e s';ool neGspaper< 
 

11. Can ASOs live in the community7 
 
Fost !BCs 'an sa1ely remain in t;e 'omm.nity d.rin4 treatment<  Bome !BCs need 
residential pla'ementS ;oGe@er, t;ere is some pro1essional 'onsens.s t;at most !BCs 'an be 
treated on an o.tpatient basis<  Te'isions abo.t pla'ement in residential or in'ar'erated 
settin4s s;o.ld depend on 'omm.nity sa1ety and treatment needs< 
 

12. Are there instruments that can determine whether or not an ASO is at high risk to re-offend7 
 
D;ere is '.rrently no test or s'ienti1i'ally @alidated instr.ment t;at 'an reliably determine i1 
an adoles'ent Gill 'ommit a s.bseE.ent se2 o11ense<  D;ere are instr.ments OVIBC!UIWW, 
XY!BCYIJQ .nder de@elopment to assess, Git; reliability and @alidity, t;e risR 1or 1.t.re se2 
o11enses by adoles'ents<  !t t;is time, t;ese instr.ments s;o.ld be .sed Git; 'a.tion< 
 

13. Do ASOs have the same characteristics as adult sex offenders7  
 
!BCs di11er 1rom ad.lt se2 o11enders in se@eral Gays<  !BCs are di11erent 1rom ad.lt se2 
o11enders in t;at t;ey ;a@e loGer re'idi@ism rates, en4a4e in 1eGer ab.si@e be;a@iors o@er 
s;orter periods o1 time, and ;a@e less a44ressi@e se2.al be;a@ior< 
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