STANDARDS FOR ATTORNEY CERTIFICATION
OF THE
TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION
These Attorney Standards for Certification are established by Texas Board of Legal
Specialization after approval of the Supreme Court of Texas.

The Standards for Attorney Certification
are divided into two parts.
PART I
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS -- These requirements apply to all specialty areas.
PART II
SPECIFIC AREA REQUIREMENTS -- These are specific requirements that apply to
individual specialty areas. Included are the definition and the substantial involvement and
reference requirements for certification and recertification.
DEFINITIONS
"TBLS" refers to the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
“SBOT” refers to the State Bar of Texas.
“CLE” refers to continuing legal education.
"Plan" refers to the Texas Plan for Recognition and Regulation of Specialization in the Law.
"Rules" refers to the Rules and Regulations of the TBLS.
"Applicant(s)" refers to both the certification or recertification applicant(s) unless otherwise
specifically stated.
“Standards” refers to the Standards for Attorney Certification. The Standards are composed
of BOTH the General Requirements and the Specific Area Requirements.
“General Requirements” refers to the first part of the Standards, which lists the requirements
that apply to all specialty areas.
“Specific Area Requirements” refers to the second part of the Standards, which includes the
definition, the substantial involvement and reference requirements for each specialty area.
For example, “Specific Area Requirements for Criminal Law” refers to the specific
requirements for certification and recertification in Criminal Law.
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PART I
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
(This applies to all specialty areas)
SECTION I
PREFACE
A.

Pursuant to the authority vested in the TBLS by the Supreme Court of Texas, the
TBLS prescribes the following requirements for board certification in accordance with
the Plan.

B.

No standard shall in any way limit the right of a board certified attorney to practice in
all areas of law. Any attorney, alone or in association with any other attorney, shall
have the right to practice in all areas of law, even though board certified in a specific
area of law.

C.

No attorney shall be required to obtain board certification before practicing in any area
of law. Any attorney, alone or in association with any other attorney, shall have the
right to practice in any area of law, even though not board certified in that area.

D.

Board certification is individual and voluntary. Requirements for and benefits derived
from certification may not be fulfilled by or attributed to a law firm of which the board
certified attorney is a member.
SECTION II
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

A.

State of Texas
1.
SBOT Membership. All applicants and board certified attorneys must be
active members in good standing of the SBOT.
2.
Texas Office and Practice.
a.
Certification Applicants. For the three years immediately preceding
application, a certification applicant must have maintained a Texas office
from which the applicant personally conducts business an average of at
least 3 days per week, until certification is achieved. Failure to meet this
requirement will result in denial of application.
b.
Board Certified Attorneys and Recertification Applicants. All board
certified attorneys and recertification applicants must continue to meet
the substantial involvement requirements pertinent to each applicable
specialty area whether or not an office is maintained in Texas. These are
found in the Specific Area Requirements.

B.

Forms. Documents, applications, questionnaires, and examinations involved in the
certification and recertification process shall be approved by the TBLS.

C.

Fees. Applicants and board certified attorneys shall timely pay the fees as established
by the TBLS.
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D.

Expiration of Certification. Certification shall be for a period of 5 years at the end
of which time recertification shall be permitted upon the terms and conditions
established by the TBLS.

E.

Revocation of Certification. A certificate of special competence issued by the TBLS
may be revoked for good cause as determined by the TBLS.

F.

Failure to Furnish Information: Misrepresentation. Certification or
recertification may be denied, revoked, or other appropriate action taken because of an
applicant’s or board certified attorney’s failure to furnish the requested information or
because of his or her misrepresentation of any material fact requested by the TBLS.

G.

Required Period of Law Practice. Applicants for certification shall have been
engaged in the practice of law for a period of at least 5 years on a full-time basis.
Practice of law is as defined in the individual specialty area’s Specific Area
Requirements attached to these General Requirements. "Practice of law" means fulltime legal work done primarily for the purpose of legal advice or representation.
Service, after admission to the bar of any state or the District of Columbia, or as a judge
or associate judge of any court of record shall be considered practice of law. Corporate
or government service, including military service, after admission to the bar of any
state or the District of Columbia, shall be considered practice of law if the work done
was legal in nature and primarily for the purpose of legal advice to, or representation
of, the corporation or government agency or individuals connected therewith. Practice
of law which otherwise satisfies these requirements but which is on a part-time basis will
satisfy the requirement if the balance of certification applicant's activity is work such
as law teaching or legal editorial duty which is legal in nature although not the practice
of law. Years of practice need not be consecutive.

H.

Examination. Certification applicants must pass a written examination applied
uniformly to all applicants to demonstrate sufficient knowledge, proficiency and
expertise in the specialty area to justify the representation of special competence to
the legal profession and to the public. After a certification applicant has taken and
failed an examination 3 times in a specialty area, the applicant is ineligible to apply for
the next 3 years’ examination in that specialty area.
SECTION III
CHARACTER AND REPUTATION

A.

Disciplinary Review
1.
Applicants and board certified attorneys shall furnish satisfactory evidence of
their good character and reputation. They shall also furnish a statement as to
whether or not they are now subject to an investigation, complaint, inquiry or
other disciplinary proceedings by any organized bar, including any local, state or
district grievance committee of an organized bar. Applicants and board
certified attorneys shall submit the details of such investigation, complaint,
inquiry or proceedings including whether or not they have ever been
reprimanded, suspended, disbarred or otherwise disciplined by any court or
grievance committee.
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2.

B.

The TBLS may deny certification or recertification, revoke certification, or
take other appropriate action on a finding of a grievance committee or court
that an applicant or board certified attorney has been guilty of professional
misconduct or upon notice of the pendency of such proceedings. However, the
TBLS will consider the seriousness or the underlying fact of the grievance and
will consider the passage of time since such discipline and applicant’s or board
certified attorney’s experience since that time. Failure to disclose such
information is a material misrepresentation and may be cause for rejection,
revocation, or other appropriate action.

Review of Serious Crime.
1.
Applicants and board certified attorneys shall furnish a statement as to whether
or not they have ever been convicted, given probation or fined for a serious
crime as hereinafter defined, whether the above resulted from a plea of guilty or
nolo contendere or from a verdict after trial or otherwise and regardless of the
pendency of an appeal. The term “serious crime” shall include any felony. It
shall also include any lesser crime, a necessary element of which as determined
by the statutory or common law definition of such crime, involved improper
conduct of an attorney, interference with the administration of justice, false
swearing, misrepresentation, fraud, willful failure to file income tax returns,
deceit or bribery, extortion, misappropriation, theft, or an attempt or a
conspiracy or solicitation of another to commit a serious crime.
2.
The TBLS may deny certification or recertification, revoke certification, or
take other appropriate action if the applicant or board certified attorney has
been convicted, given probation or fined for a serious crime as defined in this
Section.
SECTION IV
REFERENCES

A.

References in Specialty Area. Applicants shall submit references to attest to
applicant’s competence in the specialty area. The references, themselves, shall be
substantially involved in the specialty area in which applicant is seeking certification or
recertification.

B.

Qualification of References.
1.
The TBLS shall consider the knowledge and experience of references in the
applicant’s specialty area and the nature of the dealings between the references
and the applicant in evaluating applications.
2.
Applicants shall not submit partners or associates to serve as references.

C.

Length of Time. Applicants shall submit references for the following length of time:
1.
Certification applicants shall submit references they have dealt with in the 3
years immediately preceding application.
2.
Recertification applicants shall submit references they have dealt with since
certification or most recent recertification.
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D.

Types of References.
1.
Applicants shall submit a list of five names and addresses of persons to be
contacted as references to attest to applicant’s competence in the specialty
area. For the types of references required for each specialty area, refer to the
appropriate Specific Area Requirements.
2.
Applicants shall submit a representative list of judges and/or attorneys (in
addition to those listed in IV,D,1 above) they have dealt with in their specialty
area.
3.
The TBLS may, at its option, send references to other attorneys and/or judges.

E.

Confidentiality. References concerning applicants shall be submitted on forms
approved and furnished by the TBLS. All Statements of Reference received by the
TBLS are confidential.

F.

The TBLS may deny certification or recertification based on information received
from references.
SECTION V
CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION

A.

Required Hours / Time Period
1.
Certification - Certification applicants must complete 60 hours of CLE in the
specialty area within the three years immediately preceding application,
through December 31 of the year of application. Certification applicants may
not receive credit for more than 30 hours of CLE in a calendar year.
2.
Recertification - Recertification applicants must complete 100 hours of CLE
in the specialty area by December 31 of each 5th year of certification.
Recertification applicants may not receive credit for more than 30 hours of
CLE in a calendar year.

B.

Self Study. Applicants are allowed 5 hours of self-study credit during each calendar
year. All self-study must be in the specialty area.

C.

Demonstration of CLE. Applicants must demonstrate their CLE by either:
1.
Attendance at and completion of CLE courses approved by the TBLS; or
2.
Other activity in the specialty area to be determined on an individual basis, such
as:
a.
Teaching a CLE course for attorneys or legal assistants;
b.
Participation as a panelist or speaking on a symposium or similar
program;
c.
Attendance at a lecture series or similar program sponsored by a
qualified education institution or Bar group;
d.
Authorship of a book or article published in a professional publication
or journal; and
e.
Active participation in the work of a professional committee dealing
with a specific problem in the specialty area.
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SECTION VI
SUBSTANTIAL INVOLVEMENT
The General Requirements listed below are the same for each specialty area. Refer to the
appropriate Specific Area Requirements unique to each specialty area.
A.

Substantial Involvement and Special Competence.
Certification applicants and board certified attorneys must devote the minimum
required percentage of time practicing in a specialty area each year as set forth in the
Specific Area Requirements. Failure to meet this requirement will result in denial of
application or revocation of certification.
1.
Certification applicants must devote the required percentage during each year of
the 3 years immediately preceding application.
2.
Board certified attorneys must devote the required percentage during each year
of certification. Failure to maintain the required percentage of practice may be
grounds for revocation at any time during certification.

B.

Demonstration of Experience. Applicants must provide information concerning
specific tasks required by the TBLS, as specified in the appropriate Specific Area
Requirements. The TBLS may take into consideration the nature, complexity and
duration of matters handled by applicants in the specialty area in evaluating experience.

C.

Exceptions. Certification applicants are expected to meet the Specific Area
Requirements in the specialty area. The TBLS may permit exceptions for an applicant
who does not meet the task requirements specified in an individual specialty area. For
the substantial involvement required for each specialty area, please refer to the
appropriate Specific Area Requirements.
1.
Judicial Experience.
a.
Certification. The TBLS may permit a certification applicant to
substitute judicial experience appropriate to each specialty area. In
making this determination, the TBLS may take into consideration the
nature, complexity, and duration of the matters the certification
applicant has handled in the specialty area. The judicial experience
shall at least be equivalent to the Specific Area Requirements of the
specialty area, and the determination of equivalency shall be in the sole
discretion of the TBLS.
b.
Certified Attorneys and Recertification Applicants. The TBLS may
permit a board certified attorney or recertification applicant who is
serving as a full-time county, state or federal trial, appellate, probate,
family or bankruptcy judge (including a U.S. magistrate judge or Texas
associate judge) to remain certified during his or her judicial service).
(1)
The annual and recertification fees for attorneys affected by
this provision shall be the same as the fees for other certified
attorneys. All requirements for the attorney's recertification,
other than the payment of fees, shall be suspended until
December 31 of the calendar year following the date on which
the certified attorney ceases to serve as a full-time judge.
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(2)

2.

If the certified attorney desires to continue certification after
December 31 of the calendar year which he or she ceases to
serve as a full-time judge, the attorney shall timely file an
application for recertification with the TBLS and shall comply
with the TBLS Rules. A certified attorney whose certification
was extended by reason of service as a full-time judge must
satisfy all the requirements for recertification except that, for
purposes of the initial recertification only, the substantial
involvement requirement shall be waived.
Unusual or Exceptional Experience. TBLS may permit a certification
applicant to substitute unusual or exceptional experience for one or more of the
specific area requirements in the specialty area. In making this determination,
the TBLS may take into consideration the nature, complexity, and duration of
the matters the certification applicant has handled in the specialty area. The
unusual or exceptional experience shall at least be equivalent to the Specific
Area Requirements of the specialty area, and the determination of equivalency
shall be in the sole discretion of the TBLS.
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PART II
SPECIFIC AREA REQUIREMENTS
FOR
JUVENILE LAW
SECTION I
SUBSTANTIAL INVOLVEMENT AND SPECIAL COMPETENCE
A.

Definition. Juvenile law is the practice of law dealing with judicial and administrative
proceedings under Title 3 of the Texas Family Code, Human Resource Code, Education
Code, Evidence and Procedure Code, applicable case law. By way of definition not
limitation, it is the practice of law dealing with detention hearings, probable cause
determinations, negotiation for Progressive Sanction Level One disposition,
negotiation for Deferred Prosecution, negotiation for dismissals, negotiations for pleas
of true and stipulations of evidence, pre-trial hearings on motions to quash and to
suppress, jury adjudication hearings, non-jury trial adjudication hearings, disposition
proceedings, modification of disposition proceedings, proceedings seeking certification
(transfer) to criminal court, proceedings seeking imposition of a determinate sentence,
release/transfer hearings under the determinate sentence act, proceedings to transfer
juveniles on determinate sentencing probation to adult probation, proceedings under
Chapter 55 of the Family Code involving mentally ill or mentally retarded juveniles,
parole revocation proceedings, appeals, post-adjudication, state and federal remedies,
proceedings for sealing or destruction of juvenile records, school expulsion and/or
removal hearings, special education proceedings including admission/review/dismissal
(ARD) hearings, juvenile justice alternative education program placements, and any
other matters involving youths' rights and the need for legal representation within the
juvenile probation or correctional system. For the specific area requirements refer to
the sections below.

B.

Substantial Involvement for Certification
Certification applicants must show substantial involvement and special competence in
Texas juvenile law during each of the 3 years immediately preceding application by
providing such information as may be required by the TBLS.
1.
Certification applicants must show that during each of the 3 years immediately
preceding application they have devoted a minimum of 25% of their time
practicing juvenile law as defined in Section I,A of the Specific Area
Requirements for Juvenile Law.
2.
Certification applicants must show their substantial involvement and special
competence in juvenile law practice in Texas within the 3 years immediately
preceding application by providing such information as may be required by the
TBLS regarding juvenile law cases participated in by them in each of the
following categories:
a.
Jury adjudication hearings;
b.
Non-Jury contested adjudication hearings;
c.
Pleas of true and stipulations of evidence;
d.
Detention hearings;
e.
Dismissals and sanction level one dispositions;
f.
Cases placed on deferred prosecution;
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g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.
m.
n.
o.
p.
q.
r.
s.
t.
3.

C.

Cases decided on pre-trial motions;
Disposition proceedings;
Modification of disposition proceedings;
Proceedings involving mentally ill or retarded children;
Proceedings involving records sealing or destruction;
Parole revocation proceedings;
Certifications to criminal court;
Determinate sentence proceedings;
Release/transfer hearings under determinate sentence act;
Hearings to transfer determinate sentence probation to adult probation;
Proceedings representing clients subject to with removal or expulsion
from school, or special education ARD hearings;
Appeals;
State or federal post-adjudication procedure or remedies;
Other.

Certification applicants shall have handled, as lead counsel or in a primary
capacity, during their practice and indicate on their application the following
minimum number of Texas cases in at least 3 of the 4 categories listed
hereinafter:
a.
3 jury trials
b.
3 appeals
c.
5 contested non-jury trials
d.
3 certification or determinate sentence cases

Substantial Involvement for Recertification
1.
Except as provided for in I,C,2 below, recertification applicants must show
substantial involvement and special competence in juvenile law in Texas by
providing such information as may be required by the TBLS, including
confirmation that during each year of the five years of certification they have
devoted a minimum of 25% of their time practicing juvenile law in Texas as
defined in Section I,A of the Specific Area Requirements for Juvenile Law.
2.
A certified attorney whose certification was extended by reason of service as a
full-time judge (as detailed in Part I, Section VI,C,1,b) must satisfy all
requirements for recertification except that, for initial recertification only, the
substantial involvement requirement shall be waived.
SECTION II
REFERENCES

Applicants should refer to Section IV of the General Requirements before choosing
references, and list the following references to attest to their competence in the practice of
juvenile law.
A.

Three Texas attorneys who practice in the applicant’s geographic area and are familiar
with applicant’s juvenile law practice.

B.

One Texas attorney with whom or against whom applicant has tried a juvenile law
matter.

C.

One judge of any court of record in Texas before whom applicant has appeared as an
advocate in a juvenile law matter or whom the judge has personal knowledge of
applicant's abilities and experience.
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