Review of Recent Juvenile Cases (2008)

by
The Honorable Pat Garza
Associate Judge
386th District Court
San Antonio, Texas

Failure to pay required appellate filing fee or establish indigence warrants dismissal
of appeal.[In the Matter of M.A.F.](08-2-4)

On February 15, 2008, the Amarillo Court of Appeals held that since appellant’s counsel did not pay
required filing fee or establishing indigence, after being notified to do so, his appeal is dismissed.

08-2-4. In the Matter of M.A.F., No. 07-08-0048-CV, 2008 Tex.App.Lexis 1154 (Tex.App.—Amarillo, 2/15/08).

Facts and Opinion: OnJuly 20, 2005, Appellant, M.A.F., " achild found to have engaged in delinquent conduct,
was placed on probation. On December 17, 2007, the juvenile court's original disposition was modified and
M.A.F. was committed to the Texas Youth Commission foranindeterminate period of time notto exceed the
time when he shall be nineteenyearsold. OnJanuary 16, 2008, Appellanttimelyfiled anotice of appeal
challengingthe juvenilecourt's order. Uponfiling the notice of appeal, M.A.F. did not submitthe required
filingfee orestablish hisindigence. See Tex. R. App. P. 5, 20.1, & 12.1(b). Thus, M.A.F.'s counsel was notified by
letterdated January 23, 2008, to pay the required filingfee notingthat failure to do so might resultin dismissal
of the appeal perRule 42.3(c) of the Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure. To date, counsel has not responded
nor paidthe requiredfiling fee.

1 To protect the privacy of the child, we refertothe him by hisinitials. See Tex. Fam. Code
Ann. §§ 56.01(j), 109.002(d) (Vernon 2002).

Held: Consequently, the appeal is dismissed.

PerCuriam
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